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      Communication Assessment Report
                     Background information

Name:	                                                                DOB:                                  Age: 
Address: 
Date of assessment:                                                                                     Date of report:       
[bookmark: _Hlk80102937]
Referral Information
Name was referred for a Communication Assessment by     at                school, to provide further information about his speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) and strengths.

Background information 
[bookmark: _Hlk66258562]School: Name is currently in full-time  / part-time education at  
EHC Plan He has an EHC Plan, which has identified his main areas of need as: 
Diagnosis: He has a diagnosis of
He does not have a diagnosis or an EHC Plan 

Views and comments from school 
[bookmark: _Hlk80102992]Views and comments from parent / carer 
· 


Name’s views about his language and communication.
	Communication area
	How often do you have difficulty with the following? 

	Listening and focussing
Understanding spoken language
Understanding vocabulary 
Talking and explaining
Telling people how you feel
Organising your time 
Making friends
	
	

	Preferred learning style: 
	 Reading            Listening            Looking           Practical work

	What are you good at?
	

	What is more difficult?
	

	What plans do you have?
	

	We talked about how you can help to improve your skills by:

This report has been sent to the people who support you, with suggestions on how they can continue to help. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 






Speech and Language Therapist  01908 391000 

c.c.	Referrer 
SENCo
Parent / carer               Please note: copies for student and parent / carer to be sent by school 



	Communication Profile

	Strengths and interests

	· 






	[bookmark: _Hlk20936639]Language and Communication Needs:
	[bookmark: _Hlk78298208]How other people can help

	

	Ask him to explain/ summarise key points in his own words
Use visuals to focus attention and support understanding. 





	How to improve skills

	Listening / focussing: 






	Understanding spoken language: 






	Understanding inference:






	Vocabulary:





	Talking / Explaining: 





	Social communication:






	Time & organisation:





Name:                                         Dob                                                                                                      
                                
Name:                                                  Dob                                                                                                      

This report is confidential and intended only for the identified recipients.  No part of this report should be reproduced or copied without the permission of the author.

This report is confidential and intended only for the identified recipients.  No part of this report should be reproduced or copied without the permission of the author.
Summary of SLCN
[bookmark: _Hlk78298142]This combines formal and informal assessment results with observations from Name and other people.
	Communication Skill 
	Below average / high level of concern
	Borderline/ cause for concern
	Expected range for age
	Above average / no concern 

	
	
	
	Average
	High average
	

	Listening and focussing
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding spoken language
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding inference
	
	
	
	
	

	Emotions Vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	

	Talking and explaining
	
	
	
	
	

	Social Communication
	
	
	
	
	

	Time and Organisation
	
	
	
	
	√




Language and Communication Needs:  Yes / No   Overall level of difficulty: mild / mild-moderate / moderate / moderate-severe / severe
The assessment has indicated that his language / communication needs can have a significant impact on his ability to communicate independently / to participate effectively in learning and social situations, and on his emotional wellbeing. 

Impact:
Independence:

Difficulties with time concepts can have a significant impact on the young person’s ability to organise their time independently, to sequence ideas and recall events in a logical order; reflect and learn from past events, predict the consequences of what they say or do; and to plan for future targets. 




Participation in learning / social situations:
· X is currently avoiding some lessons in school which may be an indication that he is struggling to understand etc 

He is likely to have some / significant difficulty accessing the spoken language in the classroom, and understanding words and sentences at the expected level for his age group. This may impact on his learning across subjects, particularly where there is a lot of spoken or written language. 
He will struggle to justify why he has given an answer and may take things literally.  His SLCN are also likely to affect his ability to negotiate, and solve problems, potentially impacting on his understanding of social situations and his ability to keep friendships.

 
Emotional Wellbeing: 



[bookmark: _Hlk80103646]Recommended actions: 
A feedback meeting will be arranged with key staff to discuss the assessment findings and useful strategies.
· Referrals:
· Interventions: The assessment results indicate that he has significant language and communication needs and may have a language disorder. He is likely to benefit from interventions to improve his skills and reduce future risk and difficulties.
· Modelling of interventions / resources:
· Training:
· FACT to be completed by school 
  

Assessment Details
[bookmark: _Hlk80104021]             
                 was seen for assessment at school and he engaged well with a range of assessment activities. This report gives details of his communication skills on this occasion. It includes information provided by the referrer, and from formal and informal assessments on the day. It is recognised that he may respond differently in other situations or settings, and he may be affected by his emotions at the time. It is therefore important to consider assessment scores alongside information about his skills in other contexts. 

Listening and focussing
A range of informal and formal assessments were used, including the CELF 5 (Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals). Name participated well and he remained focussed for approximately 1 hour. It should be noted that this assessment was carried out on a 1:1 basis in a room with few distractions. His attention and performance are likely to be affected by distractions in other settings or situations. 

Understanding spoken language
Name ‘s listening comprehension was assessed using the ‘Understanding Spoken Paragraphs’ section of the CELF 5 assessment. This subtest involves listening to 4 short paragraphs. It evaluates the student’s ability to sustain attention and focus while listening to spoken paragraphs and answer questions about the content of the information given. The questions probe for understanding of the main idea, memory for facts and details, recall of event sequences, and making inferences and predictions. 

In the        year category at the age of       years, he scored    out of 20 correct answers. This result gave him a scaled score of      with a percentile rank of    
Scaled score: A scaled score of 10 is average and a score of 8-12 is within the average range. A score of 7 is considered to be ‘borderline’ and 6 and below is low - very low. 
Percentile rank: This shows the percentage of children of the same age scoring the same or less. A percentile rank of 50 is average and percentiles between 25 and 84 are in the average range.

Interpretation
This score indicates that he should be able to understand spoken language appropriate for his peer group
This score indicates that he is likely to have significant difficulty following spoken language when listening to a number of sentences presented consecutively. He found it difficult to remember specific details, including the names of people and places. 

Understanding Inference
[bookmark: _Hlk80104232]This informal assessment of inference skills checks the ability to ‘read between the lines’ and provide logical answers relating to a short text. The paragraph was read aloud and shown to him. He was encouraged to look back at the information and to explain his answers with evidence from the text. He answered    out of 7 correctly and gave appropriate explanations for      of these answers. 

Interpretation
This indicates that he can work out the clues to infer meaning when he can refer back to visual information.
 indicates that he found it difficult to select relevant details from the text to explain his answer. 
He had difficulty explaining his reasoning and selecting relevant details from the text to support his answers. 

Understanding Vocabulary
[bookmark: _Hlk80104318]The British Picture Vocabulary Scales (BPVS) test was used to assess his understanding of vocabulary. He had to listen to a word and then select the appropriate picture from a group of 4. 
At the age of        years he achieved an age equivalent score of        years, with a percentile rank of   . 
Interpretation

[bookmark: _Hlk80104494]
Talking and Explaining 
Name used sentences that were appropriate in length and complexity for his peer group. His speech was easy for an unfamiliar listener to understand. 

CELF 5 Word Definitions subtest
For this test he had to listen to a word used in a short sentence. He then had to explain what the word means or to give a description. This skill is useful in conversations if he forgets a specific word. 
He scored        out of     giving him a scaled score of     with a percentile rank of   

Scaled score: A scaled score of 10 is average and a score of 8-12 is within the average range. A score of 7 is considered to be ‘borderline’ and 6 and below is low - very low. 
Percentile rank: This shows the percentage of children of the same age scoring the same or less. A percentile rank of 50 is average and percentiles between 25 and 84 are in the average range.

Interpretation

[bookmark: _Hlk80104748]Similarities and Differences. For this he had to describe why 2 linked items go together, and in what ways they are different. Eg house and caravan (they are both homes -one can move but the other can’t). 
[bookmark: _Hlk80104819]
Interpretation
These results indicate that        should be able to learn and store new words in a logical and structured way, which will help him to recall words when needed. 

Giving instructions: Name described what was needed to complete a familiar task eg making a sandwich. He gave clear step by step instructions and was able to sequence these in a logical order. 

Expressing opinions 
[bookmark: _Hlk80104977]He expressed his opinions clearly, when describing the advantages and disadvantages of linked items eg car / motorbike. He was able to consider another person’s views and opinions. 


Social Communication 
[bookmark: _Hlk80105486]Name used socially appropriate language and communication during the appointment. He engaged well in conversation and was observed to ask some questions / take turns / make eye contact appropriately.
[bookmark: _Hlk77777240]He showed awareness of how to adapt the formality of his language and communication appropriately when speaking to different people in a range of situations.  This is an important social skill and adapting his communication style could avoid misunderstandings and negative consequences for him in future. 

Key points from discussion with Name
· 

[bookmark: _Hlk77776916]Choices and Consequences
[bookmark: _Hlk80105569]A number of different problem scenarios were presented. Each one has a choice of possible solutions, or he could make his own suggestion. He was encouraged to consider each option and the likely consequences for the people involved, now and later. The aim is to develop consequential thinking skills and to find a lasting ‘win-win’ solution for everyone. 

Interpretation

  understands how choices can affect short- and long-term consequences. He was able to reason things through with structured questioning. This indicates some good verbal reasoning skills and an ability to reflect. However, he may not be able to do this ‘in the moment’ in real-life situations.


[bookmark: _Hlk80105095]Expressing emotions
Emotions Vocabulary
              was asked to consider a number of different situations and to describe how the people in those situations might feel. He was able to use a range of vocabulary for emotions eg 

Emotions Photos 
He was asked to describe photos of people in a range of different situations. He was able to work out what was happening and to describe how the people might be feeling by looking at their facial expressions and body language. This indicates that he has some good skills in recognising non-verbal communication and linking this to emotions in picture descriptions. It may be difficult to apply this skill to real-life situations. 

Language for Behaviour and Emotions
[bookmark: _Hlk80105814]This resource includes a range of situations, described in a picture with a short text. The questions increase in complexity, and he had to use the information and his own knowledge / experience to work out the answers. 
       was able to understand the problems presented and to talk through his ideas. He was also able to suggest solutions to the problem that would end with a positive outcome for everyone involved. 

The questions link to levels in the Blank Language Model (Marion Blank)

	[bookmark: _Hlk67580370]Level 3:
	Level 4:

	Follow and give a simple set of directions
Sequence information in the correct order
Summarise a story or event
Predict what might happen
Define words
Take another person’s perspective  
Identify similar objects
	Predict changes
Solve complex and abstract problems
Consider links between objects, people and events
Justify predictions / decisions
Identify causes of an event
Solve a problem from own and other’s perspectives
Identify steps and obstacles to a goal



Interpretation

Time and Organisational Skills
Time Screening Assessment: 
This looks at the understanding of time concepts and indicates which skills need to be developed. 
	Section
	Description
	   Score

	Calendar Time
	Dates, months and seasons
	   out of 12

	Clock time
	Telling the time using analogue and digital clocks
	   out of 7

	Time vocabulary
	Time words and phrases eg ‘fortnight’ and ‘two days ago’
	   out of 4

	Organisation of time
	Relying on others or using strategies independently
	   out of 4

	Estimation of Time
	Judging ‘how long’ using minutes / hours / weeks / months
	   out of 9



An informal assessment of his understanding of time concepts indicated that he has a good understanding of calendars and dates, and he was able to tell the time on both analogue and digital clocks, including the 24 - hour clock.  

Interpretation

Student views following assessment

	Tell me 1 thing you did well
	

	Tell me 1 thing you found more difficult
	

	What is one thing that could make a positive change for you?
	

	Who could do this/how/when?
	

	How can we help make this happen?
	

	What can you do?
	

	What difference will this make for you?
	




[bookmark: _Hlk74581125]Useful resources
[bookmark: _Hlk66958989]Talkabout for Teenagers by Alex Kelly (Speechmark publications) 
[bookmark: _Hlk66958974][bookmark: _Hlk70324569]Reading Between the Lines: Understanding Inference by C Delamain & J Spring (Speechmark Publications) 
[bookmark: _Hlk74581183]Secondary Language Builders (Elklan publications)
[bookmark: _Hlk66959077]Time Matters by Doran, Dutt and Pembery (Speechmark publications 2015)
Language for Behaviour and Emotions by Branagan, Cross and Parsons, (Routledge 2021)           
Comic Strip Conversations by Carol Gray 
image1.png
[NHS|

Central and

North West London
NHS Foundation Trust




